Annex 10:

The Dibeen Tourism Project : 

Background 

 The Dibeen Tourism Project is a joint venture between Jordan-Dubai Capital (JDC) and the Social Security Corporation (SSC). The project is considered the first tourism development of its kind in the Northern region of the country. The project conceptual master plan has gone through three phases of development and alteration in response to the environmental concerns of different NGOs in order to conserve the forest area of Dibeen and reach sustainable development. The final third master plan was submitted in March, 2007 and consists of:

· A hotel of about 50 rooms to be built in a less dense area close to the location of the existing chalets, and;

· 80 villas and residential units that are built in open areas with less tree density.  

The Dibeen Tourism Project is situated on the western mountainous chain overlooking the Rift Valley, and will be constructed on a land bordering the Dibeen Nature Reserve to the north, East and West. Several villages surround it, among which are Burma, Jazzazeh, Mansoura, Najdah and Dibeen.

The potential major impact of the proposed development on the DNR is the Disturbance and Fragmentation. Disturbance may have one or more consequences, including:

· Total habitat destruction/extinction.

· Creation of new habitat (i.e., habitat transformation or replacement).

· Habitat fragmentation (which implies habitat loss, isolation of habitat remnants, and habitat transformation).

· Increase patch number, isolation, edge effects.

Fragmentation is a direct impact to human interfere and it entails three changes:

· Habitat loss.

· Isolation of habitat remnants.

· Habitat alteration.

The consequences of fragmentation could be summarized as following:

· Loss of habitat area (and since there is a strong species-area relationship, this loss means a decline in species diversity).

· Creation of another type of land cover, which may result in species replacement.

· Increasing habitat isolation (resulting in inbreeding).

· Increasing patch edge.

· Decrease habitat connectivity.

· Changes patch microclimate.

· Slower decomposition rates (due to the decrease in decomposer richness).

· Decrease reproductive output of plants (due to the decrease in pollinator richness).

· Increasing susceptibility of patches to disturbance due to increasing wind damage and tree mortality.

· Disrupt dispersal/flows.

· May promote coexistence of competitors across the entire landscape if they occupy different patches.

