
EVALUATION OF UNDP 
SUPPORT TO ENERGY ACCESS 
AND TRANSITION

760 million
people without access to electricity 

590 million
live in sub-Saharan Africa

2.6 billion
people without access to 

clean cooking

2.8 billion 
people rely on wood, charcoal 
or biofuels for cooking and heating 

60%
Global greenhouse gas emissions
are caused by energy from 
fossil fuels

Affordable and clean energy

Restoring 
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technologies
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technology

Zero-carbon
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Meeting 
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solutions for 
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Switching 
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Areas of UNDP energy support

The facts
UNDP objectives

Increase 
energy access

Restoring 
energy access 
in post-crisis 

contexts

UNDP achievements
in improving access to electricity and clean cooking fuels for households, 
services and income-generating activities (IGA)

People 608,315 

Over 6 million

Electricity access: 38,058

IGA: 2,452

Beneficiaries services

Beneficiaries IGA
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IGA: 278 At least 1 million
IGA: 2,730

Transition to
renewable 

energy 
and energy 

efficiency

Households

Services: 2,247

Electricity

Clean Cooking



https://www.facebook.com/ieoundphttps://twitter.com/UNDP_Evaluation

Create an action plan 
for achieving universal 

energy access 
by 2030

Update UNDP’s value
 proposition on energy 
access and transition 
and expand its role in 

energy projects

Ensure initiatives 
respond to energy 

users’ needs

Establish UNDP 
as a leader in pro-poor 

sustainable energy 
approaches

Review UNDP’s 
approaches to energy 
intervention in crisis 

response and 
recovery

Greater integration of 
gender considerations 

in projects

Map energy investment 
needs by country and 

match them with 
appropriate funding 

strategies

RECOMMENDATIONS

CONCLUSIONS

UNDP’s energy project time 
frames are often too short to 
achieve the intended level of 
progress and sustainability. 

UNDP’s initiatives need to 
better navigate contextual 
hurdles for promoting 
sustainable energy adoption 
and scaling.

UNDP has yet to establish 
the level of integration and 
knowledge management 
required for advanced 
solutions to contextual 
challenges.

The UNDP energy offer could 
provide consistent, pro-poor 
support to countries 
transitioning to sustainable
 energy.

UNDP has struggled to 
diversify its funding sources for 
energy support.

Gender equality and women’s empowerment are not 
sufficiently considered in UNDP energy work. 
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UNDP’s support to energy 
access and promotion of 
renewable energy and energy 
efficiency is important for 
many national partners.


