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1 Moehler D.C. & Marchant E  (undated) A Multi-Dimensional Model of Participatory Constitution Making and 

Legitimacy  
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Table 3 Downloads from the COPAC website 

Description Quantity 

Total Number of Downloads from COPAC Website for the July 2012 

draft 

100,196 

31 Jan 2013, COPAC Draft Constitution Downloaded 30,318 

Abridged Draft Constitution of Zimbabwe (Shona) 1052 

Abridged Draft Constitution Summary of Zimbabwe (Chichewa)  207 

Abridged Draft Constitution Summary of Zimbabwe (Ndebele) 215 

Abridged Draft Constitution Summary of Zimbabwe (Xhosa)  136 

Abridged Draft Constitution Summary of Zimbabwe (Sotho)  119  

Abridged Draft Constitution Summary of Zimbabwe (Tonga)  81 

Abridged Draft Constitution Summary of Zimbabwe (Venda)  72 

Abridged Draft Constitution Summary of Zimbabwe (Shangaan)  87 

31 Jan 2013, Abridged Draft Downloaded 6,392 

Source: UNDP (2013) Final Project Report April 2010 – June 2013 
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This was one of the most hotly debated and contentious issues in the entire 

constitution making process. It presented a difficult moment nearly bringing the 

whole process to a standstill. Yet, a platform was created for a deep national 

dialogue which helped in reducing tension amongst Zimbabweans. A silent 

revolution was taking place during the process as key stakeholders tried to find 

each other after a period of hostility. When the full story of COPAC is told, it shall 

reveal a deep sense of patriotism, patience and the need to listen to one another. In 

subsequent discourses that follow, Zimbabweans must be guided by the spirit of 

service to the nation first. Zimbabweans must draw lessons from the process and 

understand that nothing is impossible if people put the country first and appreciate 

the diversity we have as a source of strength and nationhood. Comments from a 

member of COPAC Management Committee 
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Coming from a polarised environment, I was 

initially not interested in the constitution 

making process. But having participated at 

every stage of the process, I am very 

knowledgeable in compiling and analyzing 

draft constitutions. I have come out of this 

process capacitated, appreciating divergent 

views, accepting other people’s political 

ideologies and standpoints and the belief in 

collective outcome as the only way of getting 

our country back to stability and sustainable 

development. My interaction with colleagues 

from other political parties have been very 

fulfilling and enriching. 

Evaluation respondent from the Select 

Committee 
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